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Unit 5 Languages Around the World

Period II Discovering Useful Structures—Reading for Writing
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When I started studying German, it was a struggle. The words felt strange on my tongue, and the grammar would
not stay in my head. I told my mum that I wanted to give up, and that I would never live in a country ()where German
was spoken. My mum told me that studying a language was not just for my future. It was exercise for the brain; the more
I learnt of a language, the more my brain would grow. And I remember that day (2)when I suddenly felt like German
was no longer a foreign language. It felt like my brain had doubled in size. I had finally come to a place (3where I
could think in this foreign language, and I could see the world from a different point of view. I felt as if I had reached
the goal (Dthat/which I had been fighting for. I could open a book and see meanings, not just a sea of words. I had read
many books (5)from which I could benefit a lot. I finally understood the reason (§)why my mum had encouraged me
not to give up. Thanks, Mum!
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